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Problem to solve

• Issues 
– Large student cohort – 506 

– Restricted clinical placement

– Decreased weeks on campus

• Semester inviting change
– 8 weeks on campus

– Delivery of ALS via online only format 



Desired outcomes of online 
program

• Flexible approach to learning1
• Robust education program – pedagogy1,2   
• Accommodate different learning styles1,3
• Interactive4,5
• Different approach for generation Y audience6
• Fixed resource



Approach 

• Blackboard interface2,7
• Develop lesson plan8

– Content

– Learning strategies

• Learning designer for knowledge of online 
development5,9



Lecture lesson plan

Content5,10,11
• Sequential learning
• Refresh BLS
•  Airway & breathing
• Cardiac monitoring
• Defibrillation
• Drugs
• Putting it all together
• Paediatric context 

Strategies1,3,12
• Pictures 
• Flow charts
• Readings
• Audio linked to 

PowerPoint
• Videos 
• Websites
• MCQ quiz/test 



Now where to!

http://go.english4today.com/articles/article-
2.html
 



Online learning design

• One part-time learning designer for 
Faculty of Health 

• Changing roles
• Instructions on navigation 
• Create sections

– Time & space aspects 
– Language 
– Control 



Online learning design

• Hyperlink 
– Web sites, articles, videos, audio + 

PowerPoint
– Open in new window  

• Tweak  
• Test creation 
• Discussion forum?
• Time considerations





Evaluation 

• Lecture & tutorial 

• Completion:
– All/most/some/none 

• 4 point Likert item questionnaire 
– Strongly disagree/disagree/agree/strongly agree

• Open response section 



Evaluation

Lecture
• Response rate 34%
• 26% of responders did not attempt any of the 

online lecture 
• Agreement with most, disagreement with 

preference for online over face to face 



Evaluation – qualitative  

• Interactive features 
great – more please 

• Forced me to search 
and engage in the 
learning material

• Well set out & easy 
to follow 

• International – 
prefer online, time to 
work through and 
repeat sections. 

• Work at your own 
pace

• Significant numbers 
– It was fine but I 

prefer face-to-face

• Occasional failure of 
dynamic aspects

• Too much reading
• Everything  all over 

the place – “jumped 
about”

• Didn’t supply the 
correct answers!

• What about a 
handout we can 
print off



Lessons learned 

• Fixed resource 
• Able to be updated
• Access to technical expertise essential
• Resource implications 
• Blended approach 
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